
WELCOME 
Welcome to our community! 
Together we share a deep love and 
reverence for God, which we express 
through liturgy, prayer, and service.  
We invite you to join us in 
experiencing the joy and fulfillment 
that come from being part of 
something greater than ourselves. 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 3rd, 2023 

MASS SCHEDULE 
SATURDAY……………………..………………….…………..…...………….....5:00 p.m. 
SUNDAY……….………………….……………...……..…...…...…..……….....9:00 a.m. 
MONDAY………………..……..……………....……...…….………….……......8:00 a.m. 
TUESDAY-FRIDAY…………...…………………...……………...……....….....6:45 a.m. 
FIRST FRIDAY ANOINTING MASS……………………...…..…...…..….....2:00 p.m. 
FIRST SATURDAY MASS……..………….….............…….….……..…..…..8:00a.m. 
HOLY DAY MASSES ……………….…………..….…...Check the bulletin for times 

Confessions are 30 minutes before daily Masses and 45 minutes before 
weekend Masses 

100 S. 9th St., Springfield, NE 68059       |       402.253.2949       |        stjosephspringfield.org 

OUR MISSION 
Our parish is a stable Eucharistic 
group of disciples of Jesus,  under the 
leadership of our pastor, formed 
within the community to accept the 
great commission of Jesus, and 
equipped by the Holy Spirit to 
witness the Gospel to our neighbors. 

 PARISH OFFICE 
OFFICE HOURS……………………..…….….……M,W,TH 8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 
PHONE………………………..……...……….…………………………….402.253.2949 
EMAIL…………………………………….....………...info@stjosephspringfield.org 
FLOCKNOTE TEXT-TO-JOIN……………...……..……..SPRINGIFLED to 84576 
FACEBOOK………………………………….…………………...facebook.com/stjosf 

  

1ST SUNDAY OF 
ADENT 

“Be watchful! Be alert! 
You do not know when the 

time will come.” 
-Mark 13:33 
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Mass Intentions 
SUN 12/3  9:00 a.m. People of St. Joseph  
MON 12/4  8:00 a.m. + Susan Korti 
TUE 12/5  6:45 a.m. + Scurto Family 
WED 12/6  6:45 a.m. + Frank Vidmar 
TH 12/7  6:45 a.m. + Frank Vidmar 
  5:30 p.m.  People of St. Joseph 
FRI 12/8  6:45 a.m. + Paul & Mary Wenzl 
SAT 12/9  5:00 p.m. + Rod Lechtenberg 
SUN 12/10 9:00 a.m. People of St. Joseph 
To request a Mass intention, stop by the Parish Office to schedule. A 
minimum of $10 per Mass is requested. 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 9th 
   Readers:     Sharon VanTassell 
   Linda Christensen 
   EMHC:          Leigh Ann Amerine 
   Greeters:     Jim & Leigh Ann  
  Amerine 
   Singers:        Brenda Jones 
               Kathy Kaiser 
               Anne Zimmer 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 10th 
   Readers:     Teresa Belter  
       Lin Kulm 
   EMHC:    Jeff Needels 
   Greeters:      Donna Devine 
       Kathy Irvin 
   Singers:      Jr. Choir 
       Candy Connery 
   Altar Servers:  Thomas Sciba 
       Dominic Cacka 

Liturgy Ministers 

From the Pastor’s Desk 

Dear St. Joseph Parishioners, 
  
Special thanks to our musicians and to the Ladies’ Guild for their 
service during Thursday’s ecumenical service. It was great to see the 
Springfield churches praying together. 
 
By way of reminder, the practices for the Christmas morning choir (for 
the 9:00 a.m. Mass) will be from 7:30-8:30 p.m. on December 6th and 
December 20th, both Wednesdays. If you are planning on joining, 
please let me know. 
  
Have a blessed start to Advent! 
Best, 
Fr. Scott 

Remember in our Prayers 
Let us pray for Sally Layden, Margaret 
Wilson, Eileen Stock, Ricky Becker, 
Brenda Jones.  Pray also for all our  
parishioners who are homebound, 
hospitalized, and in nursing homes. 
 
"Heal me, Lord, and I'll be healed. Save 
me and I'll be saved, for You are my 
heart's desire."  

–Jeremiah 17:145 

Happy Birthday! 
Wish these parishioners a very happy 
Birthday this month! Richard Heideman
(1st), Stefi Fibich(3rd), Margaret 
Schraeder(5th), Jim Kohlbek(6th), Anna 
Siner(6th),  Ted Boro(12th), Steve 
Murphy(13th), Ginny Feldhacker(24th), 
Jim Parisot (28th).  

 
Weekly Stewardship Report 
WEEKEND OF NOVEMBER 12th 

  Weekly Collection:  $3,486.00 
 Building Fund:  $160.00 
     Catholic Charities:  $65.00 
  
 If you would like to submit an 
announcement for the weekly bulletin, 
please send it to 
bulletin@stjosephspringfield.org by 
Monday at 8a.m.  

Our parish has already donated 
$22,737.28 to the Archbishop's Annual 
Appeal, which is 80% of our goal of 
$28,090.26. If you haven't contributed 
yet, you can do so by visiting 
www.archomaha.org/appeal/. Your 
donation will have a direct impact on 
the parishes, schools, and ministries 
throughout northeast Nebraska. 

Holy Day of Obligation 
Catholics celebrate the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception 
every year on December 8th. This feast day is important as it marks 
the conception of Mary in her mother's womb free from original sin. 
To commemorate this occasion, we will have a vigil mass at 5:30 
p.m. on Thursday, December 7th, and a morning mass at 6:45 a.m. 
on December 8th. 
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Parish Events and Formation 
• Sunday 3rd | 5:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. | Drive-Thru Living Nativity 
• Tuesday 5th | Walthill/Macy full-day service trip 
       | 5:30 p.m. - 7 p.m. | Advent WRAP potluck and bible study in the Parish Hall 
       | 7 p.m. | Knights of Columbus  Council 10894 Meeting in the Parish Hall       
• Wednesday 6th | 7 a.m. - 9 p.m. | Eucharistic Adoration  
              | 6:15 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. | RE classes K-6 (Bring your food items for the KoC Food Drive) 
• Thursday 7th | 5:30 p.m. | Vigil Mass for Immaculate Conception 
• Friday 8th | 6:45 a.m. | Holy Day of Obligation - Immaculate Conception 
• Saturday 9th | 7 a.m. | Men’s Group at the rectory 

Living Nativity | Sunday, Dec. 3rd  
5:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. 

Are you ready to experience the beauty of Christmas? 
Then join us at St. Joseph's Drive-thru Living Nativity 
on December 3rd from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. Witness 
the magic of the season as it comes alive before your 
eyes. While you're here, 
indulge in some hot 
chocolate and enjoy the 
company of live animals. 
Let's celebrate the true 
meaning of Christmas 
together! 
 

Advent WRAP  
Join us in our 4-week Advent WRAP small groups.  We 
will meet Tuesdays on Nov. 28th, Dec. 5th, 12th, 19th 
from 5:30p.m. - 7:00p.m. in the parish hall.  We will 
share a potluck from 5:30p.m.-6p.m. and then work in 
small groups from 6p.m.-7p.m. Feel free to come to all 
or just part.  If you are interested in participating, 
please sign up in the narthex or text/call Julie Richards 
at 402-881-2407. 
 

Giving Tree  
The Ladies Guild organizes a “Giving Tree” during the 
holiday season to support families in need around the 
community with Christmas presents.  1) Please select 
an ornament/s from the tree. 2) 
Write you name on the ornament 
that says “Donated By” and put it 
in the box.  3) Return the 
unwrapped gift/s with the other 
copy of the ornament attached to 
it by Friday, December 15th.   

Coats for Kids  
Every year, the Knights of Columbus Council 10984 
donates winter coats to children who need them.  If you 
are in need of a coat for your child, or know someone in 
need, please contact Ralph Meister at 402-707-8426.  
This is a confidential project.   

 

Stephen Center Meals 
We are looking for  volunteers within St. Joseph parish 
to provide meals at the Stephen Center. This is a 
fulfilling opportunity for family and friends to come 
together and serve the community. Our parish serves 
on the 3rd Monday of every month, and for the 2024 
schedule, we have two available dates: March 18th and 
May 20th. If you're interested in participating or have 
any questions, please contact Angie Iverson at 
da_iverson@yahoo.com or 402-203-0723, or Ann 
Kavanaugh at cannkava@gmail.com or 402-679-0659.  

 
Works of Mercy Ministry : Walthill/Macy  

Parishioners from St. Joseph  are invited to join 
Catholic Charities on Tuesday, Dec. 5th in a full-day 
service trip to help the communities of Walthill and 
Macy, home to people of the Omaha tribe.  We will be 
handing out food, clothes and essential supplies. Please 
reach out to Sue Knott at 402-810-2033 if you are 
interested in doing your part in helping those in need.  
If any parishioner would like to carpool, we can meet at 
St. Joseph church in the morning at 7:45 a.m. 
 

Day Trip to Durham 
Join Father Hasting  and fellow parishioners on 
Thursday December 7th for an exciting day trip to the 
Durham Museum and lunch at Sons of Italy by signing 
up in the narthex.  We can carpool from the church, so 
if you are willing to drive, please indicate on the signup. 



 

PASTOR………………………….……………….…….….Father Scott Hastings 
sahastings@archomaha.org 

402.827.3854 - Office 
PARISH SECRETARY…………….…..….…..…..…………Sharon VanTassell 

secretary68059@gmail.com 
402.203.4708 - Home 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION DIRECTOR…….………...…...Sherry Huntwork 
shuntwork@msn.com 

402.253.8000 - Office 
COMM. & EVENTS COORDINATOR…………..….......Amanda Staroscik 

staroscikamanda@gmail.com 
402.659.3138 

PRAYER CHAIN CONTACT…………...…………..…..…………Julie Richards 
 402.881. 2407 

DEACONS…………………...…....……Deacon David & Linda Christensen 
Deacon Terry & Karen Ficenec 

Deacon David & VanNessa Krueger 
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Parish Groups & Ministry Leaders 

PARISH COUNCIL PRESIDENT……….……....……....………..Jim Amerine 
FINANCE COMMITTEE PRESIDENT..………...…......…….Steve Callicutt 
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS COUNCIL 10984  
GRAND KNIGHT…..………………....………..……………......Kevin Schuster  
LADIES GUILD PRESIDENT …..…….....……….……...…........Deb Hoskins  
MUSIC MINISTRY & YOUTH CHOIR  
COORDINATOR...…………………………………………..…….Candy Connery 
YOUTH GROUP LEADERS………….…...Kelly Johnson &  Julie Nieveen 

Monthly Charity Corner 

“FILL A BAG FOR HUNGER”:  The Knights of Columbus 

conducts a food drive every holiday season to help families enrolled in 
the Energy Assistant Program through OPPD. Brown paper bags will 
be distributed after both masses this 
weekend. You can fill these bags with non-
perishable food items such as canned 
goods, rice, pasta, cereal, coffee, tuna, 
condiments, etc. Please bring the filled bag 
back to the church on Dec. 9th/10th. Thank 
you for your participation in this 
meaningful cause. 
 

“Giving Tree”:  Every year, the Ladies Guild organizes a giving  tree 
during the holiday season. This tree is set up to allow parishioners to 
buy Christmas gifts for families in need within the community. Please 
consider taking an ornament and giving the gift of joy this Christmas. 

SACRAMENT OF 
RECONCILIATION 
Father will hear confessions 30 
minutes before daily masses and 45 
minutes before weekend masses. 
 
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 
Registered parishioners will need to 
contact the parish office to schedule 
a meeting for their baptism class.  
After the class is complete, you can 
schedule a date.  Baptisms can take 
place during a weekend mass or 
after.   
 
SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE 
Six months of marriage preparation 
prior to your wedding is required by 
the Archdiocese. Contact the parish 
office to schedule your wedding 
date and marriage instruction. 
 
MINISTRY TO THE SICK 
If you, a relative or friend are 
hospitalized or shut in, and would 
like a visit from the Pastor or 
Deacon, please call the parish office. 
 
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 
The Blessed Sacrament is exposed 
every first Wednesday of the month 
from 7:00 a.m. - 9:00 p.m. To sign up 
for an hour, contact the parish 
office.   
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Theology Matter: Seeing the Big Picture 

Tuesday, December 5th | 7p.m. - 8:30p.m. 

| St. Pius X Parish Hall | 

Learn from the survivors of clergy sexual abuse on the deep impact of a 

single case on the entire community. Three distinguished professors from 

diverse fields -- criminal justice, religious studies and social and cultural 

history -- will share their insights. Don't miss this insightful presentation 

by Julia Feder, Heather Fryer and Rebecca Murray. For more information 

on this event visit www.stpiusxomaha.org. 

 

V2 winter Adventure 

December 8th-10th | Camp Joy Holling - Ashland, NE 

Come enjoy a weekend full of faith, fun, and fraternity with V2 at Camp 

Carol Joy Holling in Ashland! This event is open to young men grades 6th 

to 12th and their fathers. Activities include sledding and snow activities 

(weather permitting), formation talks, small group discussions, Mass, 

adoration, and reconciliation. Cost is $90 and includes a two-overnight 

stay (heated cabins), meals, snacks, and all activities. Space is limited. 

Register by December 1st at https://v2ministries.org/adventures. 

 

2nd Annual Holy Family Shrine 

Retreat  

Saturday, December 9, 2023  |  8:30 

a.m.-4 p.m. 

If you are interested in attending, please sign up now! Although a 

complete schedule is still being finalized, we are excited to have Sharon 

Doran from Seeking Truth Catholic Bible Study and Dr. Brandon Harvey 

from the Evangelium Institute among our speakers. You will have the 

opportunity to attend Mass and Confession, and we will provide breakfast 

and lunch. The registration fee is $65 per person, and space is limited. 

Therefore, we encourage you to register as soon as possible to reserve 

your spot.  Register at https://holyfamilyshrine.com/schedule-

reservations/retreat/  

 

From Around the Archdiocese of Omaha 
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Wine Tasting 

Friday, December 29th | 5:30p.m. 

| Cloisters on the Platte |  

Come and support the Cloister on 

the Platte with a wine tasting event 

and social.  The main gate opens at 

5:00 pm. Park in the covered 

parking garage and take the shuttle 

bus to the Retreat Center. The 

event includes a mass, wine tasting 

with sommelier Claudia Callegari, a 

buffet of hors d’oeuvres and wine, 

and a live auction with wine, 

artwork, and more.  For more 



Today marks the beginning of Advent, a period of preparation for Christ's 

second coming and His birth on Christmas. During Advent, we listen to 

readings that urge us to be alert, ready, and not weighed down or distracted 

by the world around us. Instead, we should find hope and joy in Jesus’ birth. 

The liturgical color for Advent is purple, and setting up an Advent wreath 

during this season is customary. The circular shape of the Advent wreath 

symbolizes God’s infinite love for us, 

which is never-ending. Four candles, three 

violet and one rose candle,  are used to 

symbolize the four Sundays of Advent.   

 

On the first Sunday of Advent, we light 

the first candle on the wreath.  This candle represents HOPE.  It is violet, the 

primary color of Advent and a color symbolizing royalty. Sometimes called 

the “Prophecy Candle,” the first candle reminds us of Isaiah’s foretelling of 

the birth of Jesus and all of the promises God gave us in the Old Testament 

that would be fulfilled by the birth of His son.    

 

Read and Reflect 

Prophecy of Great Light:  “The people who walked in darkness have seen a 

great light.”  - Isaiah 9:1 

• What do you think God might be saying to us today? 

• What could this prophecy be telling us about the moment still to come? 

• What is God saying about His kingdom?   

 

Prophecy of Names:  “For a child has been born for us, a son given to us, 

authority rests upon his shoulders and he is named Wonderful Counselor, 

Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.”  - Isaiah 9:6 

• What do you think God might be saying to us today? 

• What could this prophecy be telling us about the moment still to come? 

• What is God saying about His kingdom?   

 

Prophecy of  the Mother:  “Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. 

Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name 

Immanuel.”  -Isaiah 7:14 

Celebrate Advent with 

Spirit Catholic Radio 

Advent is meant to give us hope 

and reassurance that the Lord is 

coming, and also the opportunity 

to give hope to those around us.  

Follow us on social media, 

subscribe to our e-newsletter, The 

Halo, and visit https://

spiritcatholicradio.com/advent/ 

for ideas on how to bring the 

themes of 

Hope, Joyful 

Expectation, 

Prayer, and Peace to life. Tune in 

to Spirit Catholic Radio on 

weekday mornings from 7-9 AM 

during our Spirit Mornings show, 

or on Sundays for special Advent 

programming from EWTN. For 

more information, visit https://

spiritcatholicradio.com/.  

 

Advent Resources: 

Apps 

• Hallow App 

Follow along with daily reflection 

on the writings from C.S.  Lewis. 

• Ascension App 

Daily Advent prayers and 

reflections with Fr. Mark Toups. 

 

Books 

• “Rejoice! An Advent 

Pilgrimage into the Heart of 

Scripture: Year A, Journal”  by 
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Advent 


