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~WELCOME~ 
Welcome to our parish! 
Together we share a deep 
love and reverence for God, 
which we express through 
liturgy, prayer, and service.  
We invite you to join us in 
experiencing the joy and 
fulfillment that come from 
being part of something 
greater than ourselves. 

 
 

Mass Schedule 
 

SATURDAY…..….……5PM 
SUNDAY….…7AM &  9AM 
MONDAY…………….8AM 
TUES.-FRI…..……. 6:45AM 
FIRST FRIDAY ANOINTING 
MASS………...………..2PM 
F I R S T  S A T U R D A Y 
MASS………………...8AM 
 
HOLY DAYS: 
 

~Immaculate Conception of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary 
Dec. 8th….6:45AM/5:30PM 
*Adoration to follow 5:30pm 
Mass 
 
CONFESSIONS: 
30 minutes before daily 
Masses and 45 minutes 
before weekend Masses 
 
Thank you for you 
generous giving! 
Your financial 
support is vital to 
the well-being of 
our church and 
parish ministries.  

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

John the Baptist appeared….saying, “Repent, for the 
kingdom of heaven is at hand!” 

Excerpts from the lectionary for Mass copyright 2001, 1998, 1970 CCD. 
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From the Pastor’s Desk 
Dear St. Joseph Parishioners, 
 

As we look ahead this week, Monday is a holy day of obligation. It is the 
Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception, the day in which we recall how God 
prepared Mary when she was conceived to be the Mother of God. It is also our 
national feast day. We'll have Mass at 6:45am and 5:30pm. After the evening 
Mass, there will be a time for Eucharistic adoration and confessions. In addition to 
our daily Confession times, we'll add another evening time closer to Christmas, 
too.  
 

Have a great week! 
 

Best, 
Fr. Scott 

 

Participate in the Offertory: Gift Bearers Needed 
Beginning Sunday, November 30, the First Sunday of Advent, we will resume the 
practice of having families and individuals bring up the gifts during the 9:00 AM 
Mass. This beautiful tradition signifies the offering of our lives, our blessings, and 
our work to God, which are then united with the bread and wine brought to the 
altar. 
We hope many parish families will take part in this meaningful act of 
participation in the liturgy. If you are interested in signing up, please contact 
Amanda Staroscik with the weekend you would like to serve at 
amanda@stjosephspringfield.org.  This is a practice we plan to continue 
throughout the liturgical year. 
 

Prayer Invitation 
You are invited to stop by our chapel this week to write a prayer intention or light 
a candle for someone on your heart. Whether you’re praying for a loved one, 
giving thanks, or asking for God’s guidance, this is a beautiful way to pause, 
reflect, and lift your intentions to the Lord. 
In the coming weeks, we will also be placing memorial crosses in the chapel, 
dedicated to those who have gone before us in faith. These will offer another 
meaningful way to remember, honor, and pray for our loved ones. 

 

Weekly Collections 
Weekend of November 29th/30th 

Offertory…….....…….….$2,920.00 
Building Fund....………….$5,275.00 
 

Remember in our Prayers 

Let us pray for Margaret Wilson, Bob 
Green and Eileen Stock.  Pray also for 

all our  parishioners who are 
homebound, hospitalized, and in nursing 

homes. 
 

 

 

Prayer for Advent - Peace 
Come, Lord Jesus!  

Bring your peace to our world.  
Inspire reconciliation, heal divisions, 

bind wounds, rewrite scripts. 
You are the Prince of Peace, bring 
that light into every space.  Amen 

Mass Intentions 
SUN 12/7    7:00 a.m. + George & Harriet Green  
  9:00 a.m.  People of St. Joseph  
MON 12/8  6:45 a.m. + Paul & Mary Wenzl 
  5:30 p.m.  Priest’s Intention 
TUE 12/9  6:45 a.m. + Kathy Biernbaum  
WED 12/10    6:45 a.m. + Steven Kotlarz 
TH 12/11  6:45 a.m. + Frank Novotny 
FRI 12/12  6:45 a.m. + Angela Boro 
SAT 12/13  5:00 p.m. + Rodney Harder 
SUN 12/14    7:00 a.m.  People of St. Joseph 
  9:00 a.m.  Katie Sciba 
 

If you would like to request a Mass Intention for someone special, please contact 
Sharon, the parish secretary in the parish office. 

Liturgy Ministers 
        Saturday, 12/13 @ 5:00 PM            Sunday, 12/14  @ 7:00 AM              Sunday, 12/14  @ 9:00 AM 
 Greeters: Sharon VanTassell/Teresa Starks                 Staroscik Family 
 Lectors: Jim Amerine/Mike Fowler   Erin Patera        Jeff Needels/Bob Zielinski 
 EMHC:  Laurie Fowler       JoAnn Swanson       Deb Vacek/Michelle Gustafson 
 Gifts Bearers:               Mixan Family              
 Singers: Amy Krance-Wendt             Jr. Choir/Candy 
 Altar Server:                               



Knights of Columbus | Fill a Bag for Hunger FOOD DRIVE 
The Knights of Columbus invite our parish family to help support local families in need through 
OPPD’s Energy Assistance Program. We are collecting non-perishable food items to share with 
families who could use a little extra support this holiday season. 
 

How you can help: Take a paper bag from the narthex, fill it with non-perishable food items, 
and return it the weekend of December 6 & 7.  The Knights will be collecting donations 
during all Masses. 
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Liturgy Ministers at Christmas Eve & Day Masses 
We will soon have sign-ups available in the narthex for those who would 
like to serve as lectors, EMHCs, and greeters at our Christmas Masses. 
Thank you in advance to all who help make our liturgies prayerful and 
welcoming during this joyful season.  
 

As a reminder, we will celebrate the birth of Jesus with Mass on: 
• Wednesday, December 24th at 4:00 PM 
• Thursday, December 25th at 7:00 AM and 9:00 AM 
 

 

Religious Education Christmas Celebration  
Wednesday, December 17th 

Join us for an evening of worship, fun and good food as we remember 
and celebrate the reason for this season, Jesus!!   
 

• 5:30 PM – Family Adoration: Gather with us before Jesus in the 
Blessed Sacrament for a peaceful time of prayer, guided reflection, 
and Christmas carols that lift the heart.  

• 6:00 PM – Potluck Dinner: Bring a side or dessert to share as we 
enjoy a festive meal together. We will provide the fried chicken!!!  

• Fun & Games: Stick around for Christmas Bingo, a scavenger hunt, and 

lots of laughter! 

Don’t forget to wear your best ugly Christmas sweater—prizes and plenty 

Giving Tree: Sponsored by the Ladies’ Guild  
Our Annual Giving Tree is up with gift ornaments filling it.  If 
you would like to pick an ornament and donate a gift, 
please follow the instructions below. Thanks you for helping 
make the Christmas season brighter for local families and 
their kids.  If you have any questions, call: Angie Carlson 
(402)669-5378 or Lois Dalton (402)679-2189. 
 

Ornament Instructions:  
1. Select an ornament of the gift that you wish to donate 

from the tree.  
2. Take the top copy for yourself.  
3. Write your name on the second copy. (It says, "Donated 

By")  
4. Deposit the "Donated by" copy of the ornament in the 

box.  
5. After you have purchased your item(s), return your 

unwrapped gift and put it under the tree with your copy 
of the ornament attached to it.  

6. Return all gifts by: Friday, December 12th.  
 

We will be wrapping all the gifts on Saturday, December 
13th at 10am in the parish hall. Adults only, please. 



Second Advent Candle/Sunday: Peace 

“May we be in this world a ray of that light which shone forth from Bethlehem, bringing joy 
and peace to the hearts of all men and women.” – Pope Francis 
 

The second candle on the Advent wreath represents Peace. Like the first candle, it is also 
purple. Often called the “Bethlehem Candle,” the second Advent candle reminds us of 
Mary and Joseph’s journey from Nazareth to Bethlehem before Mary gave birth to Jesus. 
Building on the meaning of the Prophecy Candle, this second candle recalls that after all of 
the division, destruction, and dispersion of the kingdom in the Old Testament, there might 

finally be peace on Earth – Jesus is coming, and so is his Kingdom of Peace. As we read in the quote from Pope 
Francis, this light of peace shone forth from Bethlehem for all the world. This Advent, light the second candle 
on Sunday, December 7th, 2025.  

ADVENT ACTIVITIES: 
There are various Advent activities at St. Joseph to 
help prepare you and your family for the joy of 
Jesus’s birth.  Join one of our Advent studies (more 
information below) or pick up an Advent calendar in 
the narthex.  
 

 

Waiting Well this Advent  

Advent isn’t just a countdown to 
Christmas—it’s a time to slow down and 
prepare our hearts for Jesus. This year, St. 
Joseph is offering Waiting Well, a daily 
Advent journal featuring reflections from 
Fr. Mike Schmitz. Books are available in 
the vestibule. Please take a copy! 
 

Waiting Well SMALL GROUPS  
Sign up today on the credenza and join us as we wait well 
for the coming of Christ. 

• Monday evenings from 6:30-7:30pm on December 
1/8/15/22. 

• Wednesday mornings from 7:30am-8:30am  on 
Nov. 26/Dec. 3/10/17.    

Von Dohlen, Cate. Advent Calendars and Advent Wreaths. Hallow. 2024 

 

Theology on Tap – Thursday Nights  
During Advent 
Looking for a meaningful way to deepen your faith this  
Advent? Join the surrounding parishes for Theology on Tap,  
held Thursday evenings from 7:30–9:00 PM at Circa 1884  
in Louisville (above Good Times Saloon, 225 Main St.).  
Arrive anytime after 7:00 PM to grab a drink and head  
upstairs. The venue is ADA accessible. 
 

Hosted by St. Patrick’s (Manley) and St. Mary’s (Elmwood) of the Lincoln Diocese,  each evening features a guest speaker offering 
a rich reflection to help you enter more deeply into the season of preparation and hope. Feel free to join us for one, two, or all 
three evenings.   
 

Speaker Schedule: 
• December 4 – “My Joy” with Joy Martin, Ph.D. 
• December 11 – “The Ancient O Antiphons of Advent” with Fr. Joe Wahlmeier 
• December 18 – “The Truth Will Set You Free” with Matt Simmons 
Come enjoy good conversation, faith-filled community, and inspiring Advent reflections. All are welcome! 

100 S. 9th St., Springfield, NE 68059       |       402.253.2949       |       stjosephspringfield.org 



Christmas OPEN HOUSE at the Rectory 
All parishioners are warmly invited to St. Joseph’s Christmas Open House on Friday, 
December 19th from 6:00–8:00 PM. Father Scott Hastings will graciously host the evening at 
the rectory. 
 

Enjoy festive hospitality, light refreshments, adult beverages, and the joy of gathering with 
our parish family. Stop by anytime to celebrate the warmth and blessings of the Christmas 
season together! 
 
 

 

 Serve with us at the Stephen Center Meal on Dec. 15th  

Our Religious Education families will be preparing and serving a meal for 
the Stephen Center, a nonprofit that supports individuals and families 
facing homelessness, addiction, and mental health challenges. This is a 
meaningful way to live out our faith, share kindness, and bring hope to 
those in need during the Advent season. 
 

Join us in this act of compassion and community. Scan the QR code to see 
how you can help! 
 

 

Baselight Groups: Come and See 
Have you felt a quiet tug on your heart—an invitation to go a little deeper, to grow in faith, 
or to simply not walk the journey alone? Our Baselight groups offer a space to pause, reflect, 
and be strengthened by the companionship of others seeking Christ in the midst of daily life. 
 

Our Men’s Baselight Group meets on Saturday mornings at 7:00am, and our Women’s 
Baselight Group gathers on Monday evenings at 7:00pm. Each group offers simple 
conversation, Scripture reflection, and an encouraging place to share life and faith. Both 
groups meet at St. Joseph in the RE building.  If you’ve been wondering what these small 
groups are all about, perhaps this is your moment to “come and see.”  
 

         

Holy Day of Obligation and Adoration—December 8th         
In this Advent season of hope and anticipation, we are invited to pause and 
reflect on God’s unfolding plan of salvation. December 8th is the Solemnity of 
the Immaculate Conception, the feast that celebrates Mary being conceived 
without original sin, prepared by God from the very beginning to be the 
mother of Jesus, the Light coming into the world.  
 

Masses will be celebrated on  Monday, December 8th at 6:45AM & 5:30 
PM. Following the 5:30 PM Mass, we will offer a quiet time of adoration 
and confessions, a perfect opportunity to rest with the Lord and prepare 
your heart for Christ’s coming.   
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Questions of the Week 
Reflect and Respond to Scripture 
 

First Reading 
Isaiah foresaw God’s future when 
the world will be ruled by a new 
and ideal “King David” (“a shoot 
shall sprout from the stump of 
Jesse”) and the earth will be filled 
with knowledge of the Lord.  What 
do you hope for in your future? 
 
 
 
 

Second Reading 
Paul encouraged the community of 
believers in Rome to be in harmony 
with each other in thought and mind.  
Are there relationships in your life 
you consider to be harmonious? 
 
 
 

Gospel Reading 
The  

John the Baptist taught the people 
to prepare for the kingdom of 
heaven by repenting of sins and 
producing “good fruits.”  what could 
you do this second week of Advent 
to make a positive impact? 
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Live The Liturgy 

The story of Advent is a story 
of repentance.  John the Baptist 
help up a mirror to the chosen 
people.  He urged them to look 
at what they saw there.  This 
Advent, will we look in the 
mirror?  Will we choose 
repentance? 

 

Parish Events & Formation 

• Saturday, Dec. 6th | First Saturday Mass @ 8am (Adoration at 7:15am) 
             | Men’s Baselight Group @ 7am 
             | Spanish Workshop @ 9am in the RE Building  

• Sunday, Dec. 7th | HS girls/boys FOCUS bible study groups  
           | OCIA @ 10am in large RE room 

• Monday, Dec. 8th | Holy Day Mass @ 6:45am & 5:30pm(Adoration to follow 5:30pm Mass) 
            | Advent Small Group @ 6:30pm in the RE building 
            | Women’s Baselight Group @ 7pm in the RE building 

• Tuesday, Dec. 9th | Ladies’ Guild Monthly Meeting @ 7pm 

• Wednesday, Dec. 10th | Advent Small Group at 7:30am in the Parish Hall 
        | Preschool CGS @ 9:30am-11am 
        | TRE @ 6:15pm—7:30pm 
        | Family Formation (All parishioners are welcome to attend)  

• Friday, Dec. 12th | Giving Tree gifts need to be returned to St. Joseph! 
• Saturday, Dec. 13th | Giving Tree Wrapping @ 10am in parish hall 
• Sunday, Dec. 14th | Parish Council meeting @ 10am in large RE room 



 

PASTOR………………………..………………..…..Father Scott Hastings 

Vicar General & Moderator to the Curia                                          sahastings@archomaha.org 
402.827.3854 - Office 

PARISH SECRETARY…………….…..…..…..…………Sharon VanTassell 
sharon@stjosephspringfield.org 

402.203.4708 - Home 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION DIRECTOR & SAFE 
ENVIRONMENT COORDINATOR…..…….……...…...…...Sherry Huntwork 

shuntwork@msn.com 
402.253.2949 ext. 4 - Office 

COMMUNICATIONS, EVENTS & EVANGALIZATION  
COORDINATOR…………………….…….……..….......Amanda Staroscik 

amanda@stjosephspringfield.org 
402.659.3138 

PRAYER CHAIN & CARE CHAIN CONTACT….…..…….……Julie Richards 
 402.881.2407 

FEEDING THE FLOCK MINISTRY……………….Sue Knott/Laurel Zielinski 
 Laurel Zielinski (402.933.7554) or Sue Knott (402.253.8432) 

DEACONS………………..…Deacon David (retired) & Linda Christensen 
Deacon Terry Ficenec 

Deacon David & VanNessa Krueger 
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Parish Groups & Ministry Leaders 

PARISH COUNCIL PRESIDENT……….……....……...………..Jim Amerine 
FINANCE COMMITTEE PRESIDENT..………...…......………….Mike Fowler 
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS COUNCIL 10894  
GRAND KNIGHT…..………………....…..…………….............Greg Krasa  
LADIES GUILD PRESIDENT …..…….....……….……...…........Deb Hoskins  
MUSIC MINISTRY & YOUTH CHOIR  
COORDINATOR...…………………………….…..…...….Candy Connery 
YOUTH GROUP LEADERS………….…...Kelly Johnson &  Julie Nieveen 

SACRAMENT OF 
RECONCILIATION 
Father will hear confessions 30 
minutes before daily masses and 45 
minutes before weekend masses. 

 
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 
Registered parishioners will need to 
contact the parish office to schedule 
a meeting for their baptism class.  
After the class is complete, you can 
schedule a date.  Baptisms can take 
place during a weekend mass or 
after.   

 
SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE 
Six months of marriage preparation 
prior to your wedding is required by 
the Archdiocese. Contact the parish 
office to schedule your wedding date 
and marriage instruction. 

 
MINISTRY TO THE SICK 
If you, a relative or friend are 
hospitalized or shut in, and would like 
a visit from the Pastor or Deacon, 
please call the parish office. 

 
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 
The Blessed Sacrament is exposed 
every first Wednesday of the month 
from 7:00 a.m. - 9:00 p.m. To sign up 
for an hour, contact the parish office.   
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Parish Office 
OFFICE HOURS………………...………..…M,W,TH 8:00 AM - 11:00 AM 
PHONE………………………..….………………………...402.253.2949 
EMAIL……………………………….……….info@stjosephspringfield.org 
FLOCKNOTE TEXT-TO-JOIN………….….………..SPRINGFIELD to 84576 
FACEBOOK…………………………………………...facebook.com/stjosf 

Bulletin Submissions 
If you would like to submit an announcement for the weekly bulletin, please send it to 
bulletin@stjosephspringfield.org by Monday at 8:00 AM. 
Weekly bulletins can be found on our website www.stjospehspringfield.org  or by 
joining our weekly Parish Notes group on Flocknote.  Text SPRINGFIELD to 84576 and 
sign up to receive Flocknote messages from St. Joseph Catholic Church in Springfield, NE. 

Parish Directory 
The parish directory is available in paper copy or to download. Kindly contact Sharon 
VanTassell in the parish office at sharon@stjosephspringfield.org or 402-253-2949.  If 
there are updates or corrections, please let us know. 

Thank you for your Generosity!! 
A heartfelt thank you to everyone who supported our Socktober charity drive! Because of your kindness, we collected 337 pairs 
of men’s socks, 302 pairs of women’s socks, and 406 pairs of children’s socks—a total of 1,045 pairs donated to those in need. 
Your generosity truly makes a difference! 
 

We also want to recognize and celebrate our Prayer Shawl Ministry, started in 2008 by Dorothy Foged. Since its beginning, this 
beautiful ministry has lovingly created and gifted 175 shawls to offer comfort, warmth, and prayer to those who need it most. 
Thank you to all who continue this heartfelt work! 



Second Advent Candle/Sunday: Peace 

“May we be in this world a ray of that light which shone forth from Bethlehem, bringing joy 
and peace to the hearts of all men and women.” – Pope Francis 
 

The second candle on the Advent wreath represents Peace. Like the first candle, it is also 
purple. Often called the “Bethlehem Candle,” the second Advent candle reminds us of 
Mary and Joseph’s journey from Nazareth to Bethlehem before Mary gave birth to Jesus. 
Building on the meaning of the Prophecy Candle, this second candle recalls that after all of 
the division, destruction, and dispersion of the kingdom in the Old Testament, there might 

finally be peace on Earth – Jesus is coming, and so is his Kingdom of Peace. As we read in the quote from Pope 
Francis, this light of peace shone forth from Bethlehem for all the world. This Advent, light the second candle 
on Sunday, December 7th, 2025.  

ADVENT ACTIVITIES: 
There are various Advent activities at St. Joseph to 
help prepare you and your family for the joy of 
Jesus’s birth.  Join one of our Advent studies (more 
information below) or pick up an Advent calendar in 
the narthex.  
 

 

Waiting Well this Advent  

Advent isn’t just a countdown to 
Christmas—it’s a time to slow down and 
prepare our hearts for Jesus. This year, St. 
Joseph is offering Waiting Well, a daily 
Advent journal featuring reflections from 
Fr. Mike Schmitz. Books are available in 
the vestibule. Please take a copy! 
 

Waiting Well SMALL GROUPS  
Sign up today on the credenza and join us as we wait well 
for the coming of Christ. 

• Monday evenings from 6:30-7:30pm on December 
1/8/15/22. 

• Wednesday mornings from 7:30am-8:30am  on 
Nov. 26/Dec. 3/10/17.    

Von Dohlen, Cate. Advent Calendars and Advent Wreaths. Hallow. 2024 

 
Theology on Tap – Thursday Nights  
During Advent 
Looking for a meaningful way to deepen your faith this  
Advent? Join the surrounding parishes for Theology on Tap,  
held Thursday evenings from 7:30–9:00 PM at Circa 1884  
in Louisville (above Good Times Saloon, 225 Main St.).  
Arrive anytime after 7:00 PM to grab a drink and head  
upstairs. The venue is ADA accessible. 
 

Hosted by St. Patrick’s (Manley) and St. Mary’s (Elmwood), each evening features a guest speaker offering a rich reflection to 
help you enter more deeply into the season of preparation and hope. Feel free to join us for one, two, or all three evenings.   
 

Speaker Schedule: 
• December 4 – “My Joy” with Joy Martin, Ph.D. 
• December 11 – “The Ancient O Antiphons of Advent” with Fr. Joe Wahlmeier 
• December 18 – “The Truth Will Set You Free” with Matt Simmons 

Come enjoy good conversation, faith-filled community, and inspiring Advent reflections. All are welcome! 
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Knights of Columbus | Fill a Bag for Hunger FOOD DRIVE 
The Knights of Columbus invite our parish family to help support local families in need through 
OPPD’s Energy Assistance Program. We are collecting non-perishable food items to share with 
families who could use a little extra support this holiday season. 
 

How you can help: Take a paper bag from the narthex, fill it with non-perishable food items, 
and return it the weekend of December 6 & 7.  The Knights will be collecting donations 
during all Masses. 
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Giving Tree: Sponsored by the Ladies’ Guild  
Our Annual Giving Tree is up with gift ornaments filling it.  If 
you would like to pick an ornament and donate a gift, 
please follow the instructions below. Thanks you for helping 
make the Christmas season brighter for local families and 
their kids.  If you have any questions, call: Angie Carlson 
(402)669-5378 or Lois Dalton (402)679-2189. 
 

Ornament Instructions:  
1. Select an ornament of the gift that you wish to donate 

from the tree.  
2. Take the top copy for yourself.  
3. Write your name on the second copy. (It says, "Donated 

By")  
4. Deposit the "Donated by" copy of the ornament in the 

box.  
5. After you have purchased your item(s), return your 

unwrapped gift and put it under the tree with your copy 
of the ornament attached to it.  

6. Return all gifts by: Friday, December 12th.  
 

We will be wrapping all the gifts on Saturday, December 
13th at 10am in the parish hall. Adults only, please. 

Liturgy Ministers at Christmas Eve & Day Masses 
We will soon have sign-ups available for those who would like to serve as 
lectors, EMHCs, and greeters at our Christmas Masses. Thank you in 
advance to all who help make our liturgies prayerful and welcoming 
during this joyful season.  
 

As a reminder, we will celebrate the birth of Jesus with Mass on: 
• Wednesday, December 24th at 4:00 PM 
• Thursday, December 25th at 7:00 AM and 9:00 AM 
 

Thank you for helping make our Christmas liturgies welcoming, prayerful, 
and joy-filled! 

 

Religious Education Christmas Celebration  
Wednesday, December 17th 

 

Join us for an evening of worship, fun and good food as we remember 
and celebrate the reason for this season, Jesus!! 
• 5:30 PM – Family Adoration: Come together for guided reflections 

and worship music, a special time to pray and celebrate Jesus’ birth. 
• 6:00 PM – Potluck Dinner: Bring a side or dessert to share as we 

enjoy a festive meal together.  
• Fun & Games: Stick around for Christmas Bingo, a scavenger hunt, and 

lots of laughter! 


